
 
 

 
III. Amendment of a Charter - PROPOSED 

 
Process 

1. City Council can propose an amendment(s) if voted favorable by a 2/3 vote following a public 
hearing.  (Note: if there is a Mayor, s/he must concur with the City Council.)  

2. The amendment(s) will be reviewed by the Attorney General.  If it is approved it is published and 
then voted on by the residents. If the Attorney General sees a conflict with the Commonwealth’s 
Constitution and the proposed amendment, the order is not in effect, though it could be 
resubmitted.   

Characteristics - Proposed Amendment 
1. No action by Governor or State Legislature needed 
2. There can be no charter changes “relating in any way to the composition, mode of election or 

appointment, or terms of office of the legislative body, mayor or city manager, or board of 
selectmen or town manager” 

3. Requires 2/3 vote of those present at a Town Council meeting 
4. Could happen at any time 
5. Modest process requirements 

Legality 
1. Allowed by the Home Rule Amendment, Article LXXXIX the Massachusetts Constitution,  Article 

II Section 4  
2. Implemented by the Home Rule Procedures Act (Chapter 43B) 
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Amendment of a Charter – SUGGESTED 

(This is very similar to the above) 
Legality and Characteristics are the same. 
 

Process 

1. A mayor, city manager, member of a council, town manager, or selectperson can 
petition the Town Council for an amendment.   

2. Most importantly, a petition can be submitted by 50 voters to the Town Council 
also.  There would be a public meeting and vote by the Town Council.   

3. A 2/3 majority is needed to pass the petition. As with a PROPOSED amendment, the 
Attorney General reviews the amendment.   

4. If reviewed favorable it is published and submitted to the voters at the next regular 
election. 
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